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PEER 0 Mayor. 


Martis ſeptimo die Februarii, MDCCXV. | 
Annoq; Regm Regis G EORG [ h, Magnæ 5 
Brian”, &c. Seeta. TO 


T is Order'd that the Thanks of this | 
Court be given to the Reverend 
Mr. Skerret, for his Sermon Preach'd be- 
fore the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Ci- 
rizens of this City, at the Cathedral 
Church of St. Paul on the Thirtieth of 
Jau laſt, being the Day of the Mar- 
tyrdom of King Charles T and that he be 
deſir 'd to > Prigt the ys : 
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To the Right Honourable 


Sir CHARLES PEERS, Kt. 


Lord Mayor 


OT ᷑ VA 

CI1tT ot LUNDON, 

C TO e 

His Right Worſhipful B&ETHREN 
THE 


ALDERMEN 

the ſame Gir. 
N VING received 
Aan Order of This Ho- 
nourable Court for 
Printing the follow- 
ing SERMON, I comply'd the 
| A 2 more 


The Dedicatio. | 
more readily with Your Com. 
' mands to that Purpoſe ; left T 
ſhould be thought My Self to 
tranſereſs that important Duty, 
to which I have ſo Earneſlly ex- 
horted Others. I know what 
falſe Repreſentations Some have 
Already made of this well-mean- ö 
ing Diſcourſe, and what ſur- 
ther: Cenſures tis likely to meet 
2th in this Diſloyal and Cen- 
forions Age. But having Truth 
and Juſtice on its Side and Your 
Approbation ; it wants nothing Elſe 
to recommend it to the Favour of | 
al Wife and Conſidering Men, 
and ſupport it under the mali- 
cious Detractions of the Deluded 
and Unreaſonable. 


—— ——. 


All 


- . 


The „ 


All that will live godly, be 
Apoſtle tells Us, muſt expect to 
ſuffer Perſecution ; aud our Own 


Experience will daily prove, that 
uch as ſhew Themſelves moſt 


hearty for the Intereſt of King 
GEORGE (whom God long 


preſerve) are ſure to be moſt ex- 
' poſed to the Hatred and Re- 
proaches of the Unthinking Part 
of the Nation. T ſhall not there- 
fore be ſurpris d or in the leaſt 
roncern d at the very Worſt 
Treatment upon this Otcafion. 
The Frowns of the Diſaffected 
are inſinitely more pleaſing to me, 
than their Friendſhip or Com- 
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mendation : Neither do I reckon 


* 
. — . ˙ —— ©. > —— — 3 — - 


_—— 
WE - 


— % 
Py — *. — a es - — 1 > 3 — 4 n ww; "ag + * 
— 22 0 — ——_ wc Eat” my rages Pl hs ; N 12 D 
— * X as — * _ 4 — 
. 


The Dedication” 


any Profit, or Enjoyment, or even 
Life it ſelf Dear unto me; if by 
any Means I may contribute to 


the Safety aud Happineſs of 255 
Preſent nN 


Being FEY to 18 he- 
ſore You upon this Anniverſary 
Faſt and Humiliation, I thought 
I could not Diſcharge the Duty 
incumbent upon me in a more 
agreeable Way, than by explain- 
ing and enforcing a due Submiſ- 
on and Obedience to the High- 
er Powers; and thereby en- 
deavouring to perſuade the Inba- 
bitants of This City aud in Them 
the Whole Nation, to pay with 


1 mu that Love and . 
40 


The Dedication; 

to His Preſent MAI ES Ty, 
which their Forefathers deny d 
to Our late Gracious Sovereign 
King CHARLES the Firſt. 
Tf my Abilities had been Equal 
to my fincere and honeſt Seal in 
this Undertaking, the enſuing Diſ- 


courle would then much better 
deſerve the Honour Ton have done 


it and a general Encouragement. 


But however it may be cenſured 


by the Ignorant or the Prejudiced 
Reader ; I have this Satisfaction 
in ſubmitting to Tour Honour- 
able Authority, that I am There- 
by preſented with a freſh and bet- 


ter Opportunity, to declare my Ab- 


horrence of the Preſent Rebellion 
as well as the Guilt aud Iniquity 


of 
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The Dedication. 


of Former Times, and at the ſame 
Time to prove my ſelf with the 
Utmoſt Humility and Reſpe® 


Your LORDSHIPs = 
And Wo RSHIPS 


Moft Obedient and 


Moſt Humble Servant, 


R. Sherret. 
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Romans XIII. Ver. 1. 


| Let every Soul | be ſubject to the 
[ Higher * 0WELS ; for there 1s: 110 
Power but of God. 


uz Deſign of this Amiverſary 
Soemnity is to give Us an Op- 


5 portunity Once every Year, to 
declare our Abhorrence of that Deteſtable 
Fact which gave Occaſion for it, and to 
learn due Submiſſion and Obedience to the 
Government we live under: The Rubrich 
of our Church having expreſly directed, 
that whether the Miniſter officiating ſnall 
read a Homily, or a Sermon be preach'd, 
it ſhall explain and enforce St. Paul's Ar- 
gument in my Text, The Firſt Part of 
this Deſign we have Already comply'd 
with, by joining in the Publick Prayers 
appointed for this Morning Service; and 
the Other, 1 hope, will be in ſome Mea- 
ſure anſwer'd, if you ſeriouſly attend to 


B my 
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2 ASERM ON Preach'd 


my followimg Diſcourſe upon the Words be- 
fore Us. Which are part of that Epiſtle 
writ indeed by the Apoſtle to the Chri- 
ſtians at Rome, but intended for the per- 
petual Uſe and Direction of every Succeed- 


ing Aae; without Reſpect to any particu- 
lar Order, or Exception to any Degree or 


Quality of Men whatſoever. For the bet- 


ter Improvement of which to our Own 


Benefit and Inſtruction, it will be proper 
for me to treat upon them in this plain and 
eaſie Method. 5 | 


Firſt, I ſhall confider what We ought 
to underſtand by the Higher Powers, to 
which the Apoftle here requires every Soul 
55 Secondly, 1 ſhall enquir of into the Nature 
of that S jeclion, which every Soul is ob- 
liged to pay to theſe Higher Powers. 

Thirdly, I ſhall tay before you the Rea- 
ſans for which every Soul is obliged to pay 


ſuch a Sub jection, 


Fourthly, [ ſhall bring theſe general Odin, 
filerations home to Ourſelves, and the par- 


ticular Occaſion of 1s Day ' Solemn ity. 


— 


before the LoRDñ MAT OR. 3 
Hi ſt then. By the Higher Powers to 


which the Apoſtle here requires eder Soul 


to be ſubject, we ought to underſtand the 
Sovereign Authority of every Nation, toge- 


ther with the Subordinate Magiſtrates ap- 
pointed Thereby. And becauſe This in 


every Nation muſt neceſſarily differ, ac- 
cording to the Nature and different Laws 


of the Conſtitution over which it preſides: 
We muſt therefore have Recourſe to the 
Nature and Laws of every Government, 
in order to be rightly informed what 
Hands the Swoereign Authority thereof is 


lodged i in. For we cannot reaſonably be- 


lieve that St. Paul intended by this Epiſtle, 


to recommend the Roman Government for 
a Pattern to all ſuch Conſtitutions, as were 


either Then in Being, or ſhould Afterwards 


be Eſtabliſhed. And conſequently the 


Remembrance of what the Higher Powers 
were in His Time, will be no manner of 


Help or Direction to Us in our preſent 


Enquiry, to whom the Subjedion of any 
other Nation- is Legally. due. | 


The Chriſtian Religion never under- 


ab to model States or Kingdoms; q nor 
have the Doctrines of the Goſpel ſe: up 
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+ ASERMON Preachd 

any abſolute or fix'd Standard of Govern- 
ment: But have allow'd every Nation to 
conſult their Own Benefit and Happmeſs 
by ſuch wholeſome Laws, as ſhould be 


thought moſt neceſſary and conducive to 


their Public Good. Accordingly the 


Apoſtle in my Text requires every Soul to 
be ſubject to the Higher Powers; but he 


does not. ſay Where theſe Powers ought to 


be placed, whether in One or in Many 
Hands: Wiſely leaving every Community . 
to continue, if it pleas'd, upon the ſame 


Foot which it ſtood before; and command- 
ing Subjection and Fidelity to the Powers 
that are, without preſcribing what Sort of 
Powers ſhall be in any Government. 


From the reſpective Conſtitution then 


which Men live under, muſt they learn 
where the Higher Powers are lodg'd to 
which they ought to be ſubje& : And if 
any D:ffculty ſhould ſtill remain concern- 
ing the Point in Qzeſtiong let St. Peter, who 


beſt underſtood St. Paul's Meaning in this 


Precept, determine the Caſe; when direct- 
ing the Proſelytes at Rome, and in Them 
alk Ghriftians in general, to ſubmit them- 
ſelves 40 every Ordinance | of Man for the 
135 © 0 Lord's 


Before tbe LoR D MAT OR. 
Lord's ſake ; whether it be to the King as 
Supreme, or unto Governors as ſent by Him (a). 
Which leads me to enquire under my 

Second general Head, into the Nature of 
that Subjection which every Soul is obliged 
to pay theſe Higher Powers. This may be 
underſtood 1n a great Meaſure from the 

Seventh Verſe of this Chapter ; where the 
Aßpoſtle, by way of Inference from what 
went before, exhorts theſe Roman Con- 
verts to render unto All their Dues: Tribute 
to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom 
Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom 
Honour. Plainly intimating thereby, That 
they ought Willingly to pay their Gover- 
nours thoſe Taxes which ſhould be Law- 
fully demanded for. the Publick Service; 
the better to enable them to ſupport the 
Honour and Dignity of the Crown, ſupply 
the Neceſſities of the Cri} Government, and 

protect both It and Themſelves from 

Foreign Invaſions or Inteſtine Wars: That 
they ought to look upon theſe Higher 
Powers as God's Vicegerents upon Earth, 
and Miniſters appointed to that Office for 
44571 the 


1 


(a) I Pet. 2. 13, 14. 
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the Common Good and Happineſs of the 
People under them: And in Conſequence 
hereof, to ſpeak and think Reſpectfully of 
their Perſons, and ſhew the utmoſt Candour 
in judging of their Coumſels and Adminiſtra- 


tion; always conſidering at what a Diſtance 
all Subjects ſtand from the Springs of Go- 


vernment, and how Eafily therefore they 


may be 1mpos'd upon by the Slight and 


cunning Craftmeſs of Men, who lie in wait 


to deceive the Ignorant and Unwary with 
falſe Repreſentations both of Perſons and 
Things: That they ought likewiſe to uſe | 


great Diligence in their reſpective Sta- 
tions, to remove thoſe groundleſs Fears, 


which ſhould Manifeſtly tend to make the 


Government uneaſie; and aſſiſt according to 
their Power all ſuch as bear any Authority 
or Office, in bringing to condign Puniſb- 
ment all thoſe Workers of Iniquity, who 
ſhould attempt to turn Religion into Rebel- 


lion, or Faith into Faction: And laſtly, that 
they ought to yield a ſincere and ready 


Obedience to the juſt Commands of their 


Superiors; in all things endeavouring to 


procure their Serezgn the Hearts and At- 
fections of his People; and never ſuffer- 
| 3 ing 


before the Log) Mayor. 7 


ing Their Eyes to become evil towards 


their Prince, becauſe His does not appear 
to be Equally good towards All that might 


think Themſelves qualify'd for a Share in 


his Favour, and a Place of Confidence in the 


State. Such is that reaſonable Subjedion 


to the Higher Powers, recommended by 
St. Paul in the Paſſage before-mention'd. 
But becauſe the Nature of the Sject's 
Duty muſt neceſſarily vary according to 


the Difference of Authority lodg'd in theſe 
 Hinber Powers ; and this Difference of Au- 


thority muſt be regulated by the Nature 


of that Conſtitution which Perſons live 
under : The Standing Laws therefore of 


Each Country are the juſt and adequate 


Rule of Mens Fidelity and Subjedtion. For 


that Submiſſion and Obedience which One 


Form of Government may Lawfully re- 


quire, the Subjects of Another may with 


good Reaſon be wholly diſcharged from. 


In the Roman Empire, where the Will 


of the Prince was receiv'd as the proper 
Meaſure of Subjection, the Primitive Chri- 


ſtians doubtleſs thought themſelves obli- 
ged to be ſubje& and obedient without 
Reſerve. But where the Legiſlative and the 


Executive 


PR. 
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8 ASERMON Preach'd 
Executive Power are not exercis'd both by 
the ſame Perſon, as they were in the Days 
of the Apoſile when this Epiſtle was writ- | 
ten; but Men are govern 4 by the known 
Cuſtoms and Laws of a limited Eſtabliſb- 
ment: they ſtand oblig'd to be ſubject and 
obedient in ſuch Caſes and Meaſure Only, 
as theſe Laws and Cuſtoms, or their Go- 
vernors purſuant to Theſe, ſhall require 
them. The Arbitrary Will of the Sove- 
reign in ſuch a Happy Eſtabliſbment is no 
more than a dead Letter, either for making 
a New Law, repealing. an Old One, or di- 
recting a Doubrful Paſſage of any Statute to 
bind the Subject; or exerciſe any Other 
Publick Acts of Aubority contrary to the 
Eftabliſhment. _ 

What tho' the Hig ben Pati to which 
St. Paul here Tens every Soul to be ſubject; 
were bad Magiſtrates and wicked Men, 


and acted in all Caſes with a Lawleſs and 


Arbitrary Sway: Qught this Confideration 
to enforce Obedience and Submiſſion to 
the like 4rburary Commands of other Go- 
vernors, in an Ariſtocracy, or a Common- 
Wealth, or any other particular Conſtitu- 
tion: or influence Thoſe who live under 


Any 


before the LoRD MAT OR. 9 
Any one of theſe Regulated Governments, 
to compliment their Ser ign with their 
Cuil Rights and Laberties, on purpoſe to 
conform more exactly to this Precept in 
the Text? This would derive: a laſting 
Reflection upon St. Paul's Faithfulneſs and 
Truth, to believe that he intended to 
bring Mankind into a State of Vaſſalage, 
when he himſelf fo well underſtood the 
dneflimable Privilege of being Freeborn. 
And as a judicious Author of our Own 
Church very juſtly Obſerves (5), It 
would be a ſort of Blaſphemy againſt 
* the Cbriſtian Religion, to ſay the Sub- 
*. jets of other States and Kingdoms were 
**. Free by the Laws of their Country; but 
* by their Converfion to Chriſtianity be- 
© came immediately. Slaves to the Wall 
and Pleaſure of their ſeveral Princes, in 
the ſame Degree that the People of Rome 
were Slaves to Nr. 
All Governments, we are told, are built 
upon One and the Same Authority, and 
differ only in the particular Forms and Ad- 
miniſtration of this Authority. If the Sub- 

01 | C jects 
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jects therefore of any Limited Conſtitution 
will conſent to change This into an Al ſo- 
lute Government, and thereby ſuffer their 
Hands to be ty d at the Vill and Pleaſure 
of the Prince: This Precept in the Text 
will doubtleſs bind their Conſciences as 
ſtrictly, as their Hands are ty'd by the 
Will and Pleaſure of the Prince, and de- 
clare that Whoſoever ſhall refift the Pow- 
ers thus conſtituted, be their Commands 
never ſo Unreaſonable, ſhall receive to him- 
felf Damnation as the juſt Reward of his 
Diſobedience. But it would be a Fallacious 
Way of arguing, to charge this Precept 
ſent to the Subjects of Rome with all 
thoſe Miſeries, which Men in Other Parts 
of the World have ſuffered, under the 
Arbitrary Proceedings of Princes miſled 
by Evil Counſellors contrary to the Eſta- 
bliſhment, by reſolving all theſe Sufferings | 
into the Nature of that Subjediop here en- 
Join'd to the Higher Powers ; when tis 
ſufficiently plain to every Unprejudiced and 
Conſidering Perſon, that St. Paul cannot be 
thought to require from any People or 
Nation More Subjection and Obedience to | 
theſe Higher Powers, than what the eps | 
an 


before the LoR D MAT OR. 11 


and Conſtitution of every Government may 
juſtly call for. From Theſe therefore we 
muſt learn the true Nature of the Subjects 
Duty, as well as the juſt Meaſure of the 
Governor o Power. I proceed now to lay 


before you, under my 


I bird general Head, the Reaſons for 
which every Soul is obliged to pay ſuch a 
Sub jection to the Higher Powers. Which 
I ſhall endeavour to do, by putting you 
in mind Whence their Authority 1s deriv- 
ed; what conſiderable Beneſits Government 


brings and ſecures to Society, and how 


great the Danger is of refuſing to pay Sub- 


jection where tis Legally due. 


Firſt then, By putting you in mind 
Wiege the Hikes Wart ve their 
Authority ; which the Apoſile tells us in 
the latter Clauſe of my Lext is from A- 
bove. For there is no Power, ſays he, but 
of God, By which Paſſage no doubt he 
intended to inſtruct Men, that Govern- 
ment of every Kind by its Original Inſti- 
tution is the Ordinance of God; and that 


| tis his Divine Mill that Some ſhould bear 


Rule in the World, and Others: live in 
Suljection. Man ma form'd by Nature for 
3 2 DTS] 


4 


— G9 , UT + + 3 ˙ he Wot 


_ 


12 A SERMON Preach'd 
a Syciable Liſe, and made capable of doing 


and receiving much Good in his Genera- 
tion, by entering into Society with the reſt 
of his Fellow-Creatures, under ſuch par- 
ticular Rules and Inſtitutions as ſhould be 
thought moſt conducive to their Common 
Happimeſs. But had there been no juſt 


Authority and Diſtinclion eſtabliſh'd in the 
World; no Superiors to preſerve and exe- 


cute theſe Rules and Inſtitutions : Society 
would toon have become a Snare inſtead 
of a Commoa Happineſs. Becauſe no Man's 
Property would have been Safe, or his Liſe 
Secure, where every one had the Liberty 
of doing what ſeemed Right in bis Own 
Eyes, without Hopes of Reward or Fear 
of Puniſhment. God therefore, who 1s the 
Fountain of Order and the Grver of all 
Earthiy Blefings to Men; to the Intent 


they might eat the Fruit of their Labours 


every one under his Own Vine and iig-tree, 
hath wiſely taken Care to place Men in 
different Nations and Capacities, as he ſaw 
beft and. moſt expedient for the general 


Good of the Community). Which feems 


to be the true Senſe of Solomon's Words, 


7 . , * By . 
> y 
* 
” * 
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By me Kings reign and Princes decyce 
Toe (6) 

Not that the Supreme Magiſtrate in 
every Country 1s, or ought to be Always 
of Divine Appointment. He was not fo 


even in Fudea it ſelf; and much leſs in 


Other Places, where the Governing Powers 
have been, and ftill continue Different one 
from another. All that St. Paul can be 
reaſonably thought to affirm in this Mat- 
ter is, that the Government or Authority 
which the Higher Powers of any Nation 
exerciſe was appointed by GUD, to pre- 
vent all manner of Violence, Confuſion, 
and every other Evil Work amongſt Men: 
But under Whoſe Care and Adnuniſtration 
this Government ſhall be Succeſſevely car- 
ry'd on, he hath left Entirely to the 
Choice and Determination of Humane 
Wiſdom. In this Senſe St. Peter acknow- 
ledges all Governors to be ſent by God, at 
the ſame time that he Expreſly ſtyles 
Theſe the Ordinance of Man; and inſtead 
of contradicting, adds conſiderably - to the 
Force of St. Paul's Argument, by requir- 

\ ib ing 
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14 A SERMON Preach'd 
ing All Men to ſubject themſelves to the 
Powers in being for the Lord's Sake (d). But, 
Secondly, Another Reaſon enforcing all 
due Subjection to the Higber Powers is, 
the conſiderable Benefits which Govern- 
ment brings and ſecures to Society: For 
Rulers, ſays the Apoſtle (e), are the Mini- 
fters of God to Mankind for Good. Tis to 
the regular Diſcharge of the Authority 
with which Theſe are intruſted, that eve- 
ry Nation owes all the Encouragements to 
Vertue, and the Suppreſſion of Vice, Pro- 


phaneſs and Immorality. By This their 


Croil Liberties are protected, their Poſſeſſi- 
ons ſecured, and Equity and good Order 
preſerved againft the Craft and Violence 
of Faithleſs Men; whom nothing can re- 


ſtrain but the Power of the Sword, and the 
ſteady Execution of Juſtice upon all Evil- 


Doers. Hence tis ſaid of Ralers () that 


they hear not the Sword in vain, but are Re- 
vengers to execute Wrath upon Them that 
do Evil. Milt thou therefore, ſays the Apo- 
file, not be afrail of the Power ? Do that 


which 25 good, lead a quiet and peaceable 


Life, and thou ſhalt have Praiſe of the ſame; 


nm 


: (% 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14. (e Rom. 13.4. 5 Perſe 3 9 
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and mayſt reaſonably expect very Beneſi- 
cial Conſequences from the Inſtitution and 
Exerciſe of Government, For, as he pro- 
ceeds to argue, Rulers are not a Terror to 
good Works but to the Evil. 
The Power which Theſe derive from 
God is only That of doing good: For no 
Other can belong unto God; who as the 
ö Pſalmiſt argues is Rigbteous in all bis Ways, 
and holy in all his Works (g). And accord- 
ingly, we find the Spirit of the Lord decla- 
ring by the Mouth of David King of Hrael, 
that He who ruleth over Men muſt be juſt, 
ruling in the Fear of God (b). It was under the 
| Notion that God had ſet King Solomon up- 
on the Throne to do Judgment and Juſtice, 
that the Queen of Sheba fell into that Ex- 
tacy of Admiration when She beheld the 
State and Magnificence of his Court. Hap- 
py are thy Men, and happy are theſe thy Ser- 
vants which ſtand continually before thee, to 
hear thy Wiſdom, and behold the Goodneſs 
| of God to his People {ſrael, in making I hee 
King over them to do Judgment and Ju- 


ſtice (i). 


- a 


—_ 


()] Pſal. 145. 17. () 2 Sam 23. 3. (i) 2 Chron. 9. 7,8. 


16 ASERMON Preachd © 
And who that conſiders Rulers under | 
this agreeable View of Perſons ſent by God, 
for the Puniſhment of Evil Doers and the 
Praiſe of Them that do Well; but will ea- 
fily ſee what an Excellent and Uſeful Or- 
dinance They are. For being thus appoint- | 
ed in God's Stead as his — upon 
Parth, to act in all Reſpects as He Himſelf 
would do: If they anſwer the Eud and 
Deſign of the Commiſſion they are inveſt- 
ed with, they muſt neceſſarily become the 


happy Inſtruments of much Good to Man- 


kind ; and great Benefits will be procured 
by their. Providence to the People that live 
under them. Who ought to accept theſe 
Diſpenſations Always and in A Places 
with the utmoſt Gratitude, and learn 
thereby to Reverence and Submit to their 

juſt Authority. | DD RO 
Once more. All Men ſtand obliged to 
comply with the Precept in the Text, up- 
on the Score of the Danger to which they 
expoſe themſelves, by refuſing to pay S- 
jection where tis Legally due: For I hey 
who Reſiſt, ſays the Apoſtle, ſhall receive to 
themſelves Damnation (x). The Original Word 
which we tranſlate by Damnation, admits 

„ Mae, 
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(0) Rom. 13. 2. 
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here, as well as in other Places of Scripture 
Where tis uſed, of a double Acceptation ; 
and fignifies not only that Eternal Miſery 
which ſhall be the Portion of the Wicked in 
Another Life, but likewiſe thoſe Temporal 
Puniſbments which ſhall be inflicted upon 
the Seditious and Diſobedient in This. The 
Latter Acceptation of the Word doubtleſs 
 wagFirſt in the Apoſile's Thoughts, to pre- 
vent the Chriſtian Proſelytes at Rome incur- 
ring thoſe Preſent Inconvemences which they 
might Otherwiſe ſuffer, by neglecting to 
_ obey the Governing Powers; As appears 
from the Force and Connexion of St.Paul's 
Argument in this Chapter: They who Re- 
ſilt, ſays he, ſhall receive to themſelves Dam- 
nation ; For Rulers are not a Terror to good 
Works, but to the Evil. 2 
But at the ſame time that the Apoſile 
ſays Judgment ſhall attend Rebellious Sub- 
jects in I hi Life according to their Crimes; 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe him to point 
to thoſe Endleſs Torments, which God will 
ſurely bring upon all ſuch Evil Doers in a 
Future State. For Obedience to Governors 
in all Lawful Caſes, is as much a Chriſtian 
Duty and the Neceſſary Means of Salvation, 
as any particular Grace and Vertue W 
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the Goſpel preſcribes; and Rebellion may be 
as juſtly plac'd among the Works of the 
Devil, as Any of Thoſe which our Bleſſed 
Saviour was manifeſted to deſtroy. Where- 
fore as St. Paul argues (*), Men muſt needs 
be ſubject not only for Wrath but for Conſcience 
Sake. Not merely from a Principle of Intereſt, 
and upon Wiſe and Politick Views to pre- 
ſerve themſelves from Puniſiment: But in 
Gratitude and Obedience to God, who Hath | 
inſtituted Governinent for ſuch Excellent 
Ends ; and by whoſe Spirit St. Paul com- 
mands Every Soul to be ſubjed to the Higher +| 
Powers. And thus I am naturally put in 
mind of haſtening to my Glo to 
Pourtb general Head; that having given 
an Account of my I ext as propounding a a 
Common Duty, with the Reaſons of it: I 
may bring theſe Conſiderations home to 
| Ourſelves, and the particular Occaſion of 
1 Thz:s Day's Solemnity. The Higher Powers = 
| of Great Britain are King, Lords and Com- 
mons. With Theſe the Legiſlative Aut bo- 
rity of the Nation is lodg'd ; and all the 
Adis and Statutes made by Theſe Three 
Eſtates of the Realm in Parliament aflem- 
bled, are, and have been Always intruſted | 
with the King as Supreme for the Publick | 
(%) Rom. PTY, 8 ; Good . 
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Good. Whoſe Perſon ought, and byOur Con- 
ſtitution is requir'd, to be loved, honoured, 
and eſteem d as Sacred and Inwolable : and all 
Obedience and Submiſſion paid to Him in 
the Execution of theſe Wholeſome Laws; 
though they ſhould happen to be never ſo 
ſevere or incondenient to ſome private Men. 
We have Now ſeated upon the I hrone 
of theſe Kingdoms his Majeſty King 
GEORGE, (and long, very long may He 
poſſeſs it,) in Right of his Anceſtors as well 
as by Ad of Parliament: And with Him ate 
intruſted the Laws of the Government for 
the Preſervation and Defence of Qur com- 
mon Welfare and Happineſs. We ought 
therefore Millingly to contribute to theSup- 
pulwKwies, which the Parliament ſhall grant him 
| either for the Publick Service, or to ſupport 
the Dignity of the Crown he moſt Deſerv- 
edly wears; Cynſcientiouſly pay him that 
Tribute of Fear and Honour, which the 
Scripture requires from all Chriſtian Subjects 
to the Governors they live under; and 
Cheerfully ſubmit to and aſſiſt him upon all 
proper Occaſions according to our Po] m. 
This comprehenſive Duty, to which Men 
of every Rank and Order ſtand fo Iudiſpen- 
ſably obliged, ſeems to have been as much 
e ieee 
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| forgotten in Our Days, as it was tranſgreſ- | 
| ſed in the Year Forty One: Nay, I may ven- | 


ture to add a great deal More. Since-the | 
Subjects (if we may believe the Hiſtory) of | 
that Time had ſufficient Reaſon to (/) Com-. 
plain, tho not to Rebel: But we can't juſtly | | 
ſay, that in the Preſent Reign Property hath | 

been invaded, or Liberty broke in upon, {| 
or any other Male-Adminiſtration practiſed. | 
In the Beginning of that Rebellion, the | 
Guilt and Evil Conſquences whereof we Ibis 
Day lament, the beſt and moſt celebrated 
Advocates for the Royal Cauſe have not 
ſcrupled to acknowledge, that the King 
was miſled by Evil Councellurs into ſuch Un- 
common and Arbitrary Meaſures, as Natu- 


leaſt Colour of Provocation to that Rebel. 
0 fiigt. of Eiglandf Vol. 11. p. 10; 35; Lard Clormd. Hill, Fol. 
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Vol. I. P. 2. 53; 42 55 of Beiſt. Apo 1 . 41 44,48 78, 96. i N 
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liows Spirit, which endeavours to ſubvert 


Our Happy Conſtitution, and ſubje& the 
whole Nation to the I yranny and Revenge 
of a Bigotted, Popiſh Pretender. 


What faulty * of State hath His 
r 


Majeſty ſcreened from Puniſbment; or 
Whom hath the Government impeached for 


Miſdemeanors in the Late Reign, but in a 
Parliamentary Way ? Hath not King 
GEORGE a Right equal to That of His 
Royal Predeceſſor Queen Anne, to appoint 
by whoſe Counſel and Aſſiſtance the Power 
and Authority He enjoys ſhall be admini- 
fired ? Was the Prerogative of the Crown 
juſtly pleaded for any Proceedings Hereto- 


fore, which the ſame Prerogative will not 


Equally juſtify at Preſent ? And did Some 
think it Reaſonable to reproach, vilify and 


abuſe thoſe Worthy Patriots and Citizens, 
who humbly offered their Reaſons to her 


Late Majeſty with the Utmoſt Submiſſion, 
againſt removing an honeſt and able Sett 
of Miniſters in the moſt Crazcal TunFure : 
and ſhall not all proper and juſtifiable Me- 
thods be taken ta diſcountenance and pu- 
niſh thoſe Diſaffected Perſons ; who by ma- 
licious Lyes and Inſinuations have ſupported- 
an Unnatural Enterprize, to reſtore 1 5 
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Diſloyal Subjects to a Truſt and Confidence 
in the Pull Adminiftration of Affairs, as 
ſtand accuſed of being Traytors to their 
Country and Enemies to their Prince? 
As the Tamcent have an Undoubted 
Right to Protection, ſo the Guilty ought ne- 


ver to go UVnpuni ſhed, in any Government. 
The P, oe 


L placed Clemency hath often been attend- 
ed with Unhappy Conſequences, What Diſ⸗ 
ingenuous and Undutiful Behaviour did 
K. William Our great Deliverer meet with 
from his Subjeds, in conſequence of that 
merciful and; gracious Act of Indemnity paſ- 


ſed in the Beginning of his Reign 6005 And 
K. Charles the Fir 7 Endeavours to protect 


ſome obnoxious State ſinen from Juſtice, be- 
came the Means of increaſing the Uneafineſ- 
ſes of the People, and made the Grievances 
they complained of ſtill more Inſupports- 
ble (o). 


| theſe > Uneaſineſſes and redreſs theſe Grievan- 
cos is not fore: to eden at fuch a Di- 
Nil ys 3 * g 8 luce 
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Hit. of Eugl. Vol. III. p. 16, 42. EO: Hiſt, * Val. I. 


& 93. 58. f 


ublick Safety calls for due Returns 
of Severity upon Publick Offenders, and an 


Whether a | proper Nr foi was taken to cure 
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ſtance of Time. Thus much ſeems Evident 
from the moſt Authentick Memoirs of that 
Age, that the Extraordinary Methods () 
by which his Majeſty was perſuaded to raiſe 
the Nece þ ary Supplies, for deftaying the Ex- 
pences of the Government at Home and car- 
rying on the War which He was engaged 
in Abroad, quickly call'd up ſuch a Spirit of 
Revenge, Dijcontent and Faction, as could not 
Afterwards be laid by All the Eudeavours 
which his Majeſty uſed. For that Private, 
Ambitious, Selfiſh View of Many in Power, 
which looked through his Sacred Perſon to 
his Eruyd Inheritance, ſo craftily interwove 
it ſelf with the Publick Miſeries and Trou- 
ble; that it Eafily gave theſe Dejronms Men 
Opportunity to purſue their wicked Views, 
under Colour of Healing the Breaches and 
Reconciling the Uubappy Differences betwixt 
the Prince and the People, till this Popular 
Craſt had uſurped Power ſufficient to bear 
down all Oppoſition, and compaſs the Hor- 
rid and Deteſtable Murder of our late Gra- 
cious Sovereign K ing Charles the Firſt, con- 
trary to that Known and Hſtabliſb d Rule, 
which makes Miniſters anſwerable for the 
e TTT 2 
D Tonnage and Poundage. The Loan. Ship-Money. iſt) of. 


Engl. Vol. 1. p.26, 27, 39, 78, 98. Lord Clarend. Hiſt, Eol Vol. I. 
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Male Adminiſtration of the State, and ren- 
ders the Prince in his Own Perſon Sacred 


and Inviolable. 


By this horrible Action, the Parliament 
which made the Statute appointing this An- 


nverſary Solemnity, thought © the Prote- 


* ſlant Religion had received the deepeſt 


* Wound and Reproach, and the People of 
* England the moſt inſupportable Shame, 


© that was poſſible for the Enemies of God 


* and the Ning to bring upon them. And 
therefore very juſtly directed the Inhabi- 
tants of the Land to humble themſelves before 


God Tearly, and intreat and beg of him 


with all the Holy 3 imaginable, 


T hat he will not lay the Guilt of this Royal 
Blood to their Charge, nor ſuffer it to be re- 
quired of Them or their Poſterity. But if 
theſe unrelenting Regicides, to whoſe mer- 


cileſs Rage and Ambition this Monarch fell 


a Sacrifice, deriv'd ſuch a laſting Reproach 
upon the Proteſtant Religion and the Na- 
tion in general, when his Own Syycereſt 


Friends (q) have thought it reaſonable to 
allow, that his Majeſty was prevail'd upon 
to do many Things that bore hard upon 


Property, 


| 07 Lord Clarendon, Faulkland, Briſtol, &c. Lord Clarend. Hiſt. Fol. 
Vol I. p. 54. Ruſbw. Collect. Vol. I. Part III. p. 140. E. of Briſel od 
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Property, and tended to make the Liberty 
f the Subject precarious : With what Hor- 
ror and Indignation then muſt Poſter ity read 
or hear of the Lraiterous Proceedings in the 
Preſent Age Which have been raiſed and 
carried on by the like reaſonable Methods 
with this Only Difference, that the Genera- 
lit) of the People, (whatever wicked Views 
ſame (r) Defignms Men had) in the Year 
Forty Que, Earneſtly defired and fqught, 
tho' perhaps in an Undutiful Way (), the 
Redreſs of juſt Grievances (t) ; but King 
GEOREE's Subjects can't name any One 
Juſt Grievance that wants to be Redreſs'd. 
The Preſent Rebellion, like that in Our 
late Martyr d Sovereign's Days, began with 
caſting bitter Reflections upon his Majeſty's 
Per ſon and Conduct, arrajgning the Juſtice of 
his Adminiſtration in the Choice of his Mi- 
niſter , vilifying his Counſels, and pretend- 
ing to Propheſie of his Future Acts and In- 
tentions; on purpoſe to make him Little 
Odious and Contemptible in the Eyes of 

the Nation, and by Theſe pernicious Means 
weaken his Hands and undermine his Go- 
gernment, By ſuch ſubtle Inſinuations 30G 
i | ing 
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lying Words the buſie Actors in this deſpe- 
rate Undertaking, ſoon ſpirited great Num- 
bers of Deluded People into Open Rebellion. 
Which they have Artfully carried on under 
the Diſguiſe of the Church being in Danger, 
to deſtroy the Proteſtant Religion; under 
the ſpecious Pretence of Liberty, to ſubject 
the I houghtleſs Multitude to the Bondage 
of a Foreign Toke ; and under Colour of re- 
dreſſing Pretended Grievances, to ſet up a 
Pretender ; whoſe little Finger, ſhould Pro- 
vidence ſuffer him to ſucceed, would be 
thicker than his Majefly's Lohns. 
Such unreaſonable Meaſures were indu- 
ſtriouſly promoted by their Brethren 1n Ini- 
quity, after they had obliged themſelves, 
(as by Other repeated Oaths, ſo) by the So- 
lemn League and Covenant to defend the 
King's Perſon and Aut bority (u). And after 
the fame Manner, and with the like Inſin- 
cerity, have the Chief Diſturbers of our 
Peace and Tranquility in the Preſent Age, 


* 


* 


ſolemnly renounc'd the Pretender's Intereſt, 
and ſwore to bear true Allegiance to his 
Majeſty King GEORGE. The Principals 
in 1 his Rebellion, as well as thoſe implaca- 
ble per jur d Wretches whoſe Example they 

have 
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have copy d after, ſet out with a Defign to 
ſeize upon the King's Inheritance together 


with his Lyfe; ſo maliciouſliy were they ſet 


againſt Him. And that they have not Adqu- 
ally accompliſh'd what they fo maliciouſly in- 
tended, hath been owing to their Want 
of Power not of Inclination. The Princi- 
pals J fay : For we ought in Charity to be- 
lieve, that Many of I hoſe who preferring. 
their Own Opinion to his Majeſty's Wiſdom, 
_ vainly thought it 7% Matter of Diſguſt 
and Reſentment, becauſe he refuſed to truſt 
the AdmmFfration with the Perſons they 
_ favour'd: Yet never intended to redreſs by 
Force of Arms what they Privately diſlik d. 
But it hath happen'd to Them in this par- 
ticular Caſe according to the Wiſeman's 
Obſervation (w) in General; the Beginning 
of Strife is as when one letteth out Mater. 
We are told indeed that the I ragedy of 
This Day, which ſtands imputed by our Ad- 
verſaries to the Whole Nation, was acted by a 
few Blood-thir ſiy Men not a I enth Part (*) 
of the People of England ; and Theſe too 
ofa different Communion from T hat eſtabliſh- 
ed by Law. Tis therefore no ſmall Addi- 
tion to the Guilt of Thoſe Enemies to his 
nnn 0 l E 2 2 Maie- 
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 MajeSty and the Preſent Government, who 


are Now endedvouring to involve their 
Country in Blood and Confuſion; that their 
Name is Legion and their Character Mem- 
bers of the Church of England, the very Best 
of Churches. Which hath in no ſingle Point 
Uiftinguiſh'd Herſelf with greater Zeal and 
ConStancy; than in a Dutiful and Ready Sub- 
miſſion to the Higher Powers. She never 
indeed» taught Obedience to the Arbitrary 
Will and Pleaſure of the Prince; but She 


defires all Her Alverſaries would believe 


and know Aſſuredly, that a religious Obſer- 


vance of All Publick Oaths and Abjurations; 


a due Regard to the Perſons and Admini- 
ſtration of All in Aut horit); a hearty Zeal 
againſt Popery, and a fincere Abhorrence 


of Rebellion upon any Pretence whatſoever; 
whilſt the Prince governs according to the 


Fundamental Laws of the ConFitution ; are 
the great and diſtinguiſhing Doctrmes 
which She always gloried in: And which 


She ſtrictly recommends to the Pradice of 


all Her Members, ot only for Wrath but for 


Conſcience Sake. 3.3 6 1; 1 
Such is the Character of that Exrellent 
Eburch eftabliſhed amongſt us; and this a 
Mort Account of the Rebellious Meaſures, 
57 {05.51 14) 41.74 vole 
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which have been contrived, encouraged, 


— 
— ——ů—ůů — 


and publickly carried on by Thoſe, who 
pretend to be the True ſt Sons and adhere 
Moſt to the Intereſt of this Eſtabliſhed 


Church. How much Guilt theſe Unworthy 


Members of it have involved [I hemſelves in, 
and what Shame and Reproach they have 
brought upon this WVation by theſe Rebel- 
lious Mea ſures, IJ leave every Honeſt Man, 
every True Lover of his Country to judge; 


When he confiders that the Preſent Rebel- 


lion was raiſed againſt a Prince of known 
IWiſdom, Integrity and Fuſtice, who lives in 
the conſtant, publick Exerciſe of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Religion: And beſides His having 
ſolemnly Swore to preſerve Our Eccleſſaſti- 
cal Rights and Our Civil Liberties, bath 
taken all Opportunities to declare His firm 


Purpoſe, to make the Standing Laws of the 
Nation the Rule of His Government, and the 


Safety, Eaſe and Happineſs of His People the 


Principal Care of His Life. Thus much On- 

ly give me Leave to obſerve to You ; that 

we can't reaſonably hope God will hear 
and anſwer Our Prayers upon this Auniver- 


ſary Humiliation, ſo long as that Spirit of 


Eray, Fadtion, and Diſcord reigns amongſt 


Us, the pernicious Influences whereof this 
511% Nation 
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Nation hath been more than Fifty Tears 
publickly bewailing i Nor muſt we expect 
the Guilt and Reproach of This Day's Wick- 
edneſs will be blotted out, whilft there are 
ſuch Numbers of vile, unreaſonable; and 


wicked Men Alive; who act Themſelves, 
and encourage Others to proceed upon the 
like Dete table Principles towards His Pre- 

ſent Maje ty, which they have Always 
charged upon thoſe Perſons that lived under 


the Government of K. Charles the Martyr. 
Men, Brethren, and Fathers, theſe cauſe- 


leſs and Unwarrantable Practices are high- 


ly Inconſiſtent with That Obedience and Sub- 


miſſion enjoin'd by the ApoFle in the Text. 


We ought not therefore Thus to follow a 
giddy, deluded Multitude to do Evil; but 
rather learn from their 1/-Bebawiour how 


to order our whole Converſation aright. To 
this Purpoſe let us all ſtudy to be Quiet and 
mind our Proper Buſineſs in our reſpective 
Callings; and be cautious how we liften to 


any Malicious Reports or Infinuations a- 


gainſt Thoſe in Authority. And in Teſti- 
mony of our Iuclinatian and Readmeſs thus 
to behave Ourſelves : Let us Sincerely en- 
deavour to make his Preſent Majeſty's 
Reign Long, Proſperous and Eaſie; upon 


which 


| 
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Entirely depend. As good Chriſtiaus, let 
us Always ſhew a Religious Regard to our 
Oaths and Obligations of every Kind; and 
never Swear to the (Government with a De- 
ſign to Betray it, and plead the Impoſſtion 
of the Oaths we take Legally in Excuſe for 


our Perjury. As true Members of the 
Church of Emgland, let us heartily rejoice 
in the Safety and Happineſs of the Nation, 
to what Counſel#or Aſſiſtance ſoever this 
Security and Happimeſs is owing. Conftant- 


ly avoiding that Seditious Pr actice ſo much 


in Faſhion amongſt us, of diftinguiſhing 
between the Perjon and the Adminiſtration 
of the Prince; and whilft we impoſe upon 


Men with great Profeſſions of Duty and 


Reſpect to That, at the ſame time load 
This with all the odious Aſper ſions that 
Wit can invent or Malice propagate. As 


honeſt Citixens, Subjects and Engliſhmen, let 


| us cheerfully aſſiſt the Government, in diſ- 


covering all Secret Conſpiracies and endea- 


vouring to diſappoint all the Open Attempts 


made to ſubvert it ; and never ſupport the 


Pretender's Cauſe either by our Wiſhes or 


any other Private Means, whoſe * 
WI 


which the Security of the Eſtabliſhed Church 
and the Publick Happineſs, under God, ſo 
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ably be the Ruin of the 
* Intereſt, and our Nane Happy E 
May! we all from theſe YM 
erations, as Chriftian Subjects and hone 
Churchmen, learn to pay that Submiſſion and a 
avoid all Reſiftance to the Supreme: Magj- 
rate and his Subordinate. Officers, ys ö 
aus of Our Conſtitution require Us to 


ay and to avoid : And ma 


bogs Ofc put 
to be ſubject 10 the Hig 
want to be reminded of their den Indiſ-. 4 
fable Duty to His Preſent A 
may we expect to ſee the hole 


| & conſta ntly under the Influence of 52 
mos Advice; by 4 i | : 
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